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Two stories, one bitter day 


Christine Blasey Ford said she is ‘one hundred percent’ sure Brett Kavanaugh 
assaulted her. He angrily called the hearing a ‘national disgrace.’ 


WIN MCNAMEE / TNS 
Christine Blasey Ford is sworn in before testifying before the Senate Judiciary Committee with her attorneys, Debra Katz and Michael Brom- 


wich, on Thursday. Ford, a professor in California, alleges that Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh assaulted her in the 1980s. 


Senators faced with a stark choice 


ANALYSIS 


After a riveting story and 
an enraged denial, it comes 
down to who’s believable 


By PETER BAKER 
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — At the begin- 
ning of the day, she was asked if she 
was sure he was the one who sexu- 
ally assaulted her 36 years ago. 
“One hundred percent,” she said. At 
the end of the day, he was asked if 
he was certain he had not. “One 


hundred percent,” he said. 

One after the other, Christine 
Blasey Ford and Brett Kavanaugh 
sat in the same chair before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee on 
Thursday, separated by less than an 
hour but by a reality gulf so wide 
their conflicting accounts of what 
happened when they were teenag- 
ers cannot be reconciled. 

With millions of Americans alter- 
nately riveted and horrified by the 
televised hearing, Ford and Ka- 
vanaugh left no room for compro- 
mise, no possibility of confusion, no 
chance that they remembered 


By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — The most 
consequential Supreme Court 
opening in a generation gave rise 
to a bitter Senate hearing Thurs- 
day, as California professor 
Christine Blasey Ford accused 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh of sexual- 
ly assaulting her when both were 
teenagers and Kavanaugh angrily 
assailed Democrats for pushing 
what he said were false charges 
to “blow me up and take me 
down.” 

Senators must ultimately de- 
cide which person to believe — 
and their decisions in the coming 
days will determine the ideologi- 
cal balance of the Supreme Court 


for decades. 

Immediately LOCAL 
after the hear- students 
ing adjourned, . 
President Don- rivere d by 
ald Trump hearing > B1 
praised the NICOLE 
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Twitter, saying f 

the judge had believe Ford 
“showed Ameri- > B1 

ca exactly why I 

nominated him.” 


“His testimony was powerful, 
honest, and riveting,” the presi- 
dent tweeted. “Democrats’ 
search and destroy strategy is 
disgraceful and this process has 
been a total sham and effort to 
delay, obstruct, and resist. The 
Senate must vote!” 

But Kavanaugh’s fate most 
likely rests with only a handful of 
undecided senators — Susan 


something differently. In effect, 
they asked senators to choose 
which one they believed. 

It has become something of a 
cliché to say that the United States 
has become increasingly tribal in 
the era of President Donald Trump, 
with each side in its own corner, 
believing what it chooses to believe 
and looking for reinforcement in 
the media and politics. But the 
battle over Kavanaugh’s Supreme 
Court nomination has reinforced 


day’s hearing bitterly split, with 
Democrats convinced by Ford’s 
calm and unflustered account of 
being shoved onto a bed, pawed, 
nearly stripped and prevented from 
screaming for help, while Republi- 
cans were moved by Kavanaugh, 
who bristled with red-faced out- 
rage and grievance at what he 
called an orchestrated campaign to 
destroy his life. 

By Thursday night, only a few of 
the 100 who will decide Ka- 


those divisions at the intersection of vanaugh’s fate remained undecid- 


sex, politics, power and the law. 
Senators emerged from Thurs- 


ed, searching for answers where 
See > ANALYSIS, A6 


Collins of Maine, Lisa Murkowski 
of Alaska and Jeff Flake of Arizo- 
na, all Republicans, chief among 
them — who had kept their views 
on the hearing close. 

At least Flake, who sits on the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, will 
have to render a decision in short 
order: Republican senators 
emerged from a meeting Thurs- 
day evening — where they heard 
the outside lawyer Rachel Mitch- 
ell’s analysis of the hearing — 
pledging to push ahead witha 
Judiciary Committee vote sched- 

See > TESTIMONY, A4 


Mysterious death of former Husky 


Star 


solved as family discovers his brain injury 


‘A LIGHT’| Daniel Te’o-Nesheim’s relatives 
dug deep and discovered the surgeries, 
the blackouts and the effort to get the NFL to pay 


By ADAM JUDE 
Seattle Times staff reporter 
n Waimea, a small town of 9,212 in the 
northeastern corner of Hawaii’s Big 
Island, no one had a bigger presence 
than Daniel Te’o-Nesheim. The Washington 
Huskies’ one-time sack king, after four years 
in the NFL, returned to the island and last 
year took over as the head 
football coach at his alma 
mater, Hawaii Preparatory 
Academy. 

Daniel’s mysterious death 
on Oct. 29, 2017, at age 30, 
rocked the island and left his 
mother, Ailota Te’o, and 
older sister, Marie Aiona, to 
face a repeated question to 
which they didn’t have a clear answer: What 
happened to Daniel? 

After much searching, and much heart- 
ache, over the past year, the family finally 
found an answer: Daniel suffered from 
chronic traumatic encephalopathy, CTE, the 
degenerative brain disease found in people 
with a history of repetitive brain trauma. He 
died after a night of drinking at a friend’s 
house, with a mixture of pills and alcohol in 
his system, the local medical examiner told 
The Seattle Times. 


Through his handwritten journal entries, 
they learned about surgeries they never 
knew he had. Through his friends, they 
learned about sudden blackouts he had 
been having. Through his attorney, they 
learned about the efforts he began just four 
weeks before his death to qualify for the 
NFL’s “total and permanent” disability bene- 
fits. 

“That’s when we then realized the depth 
of his pain,” Marie said. 

A standout defensive end and team cap- 
tain for the Huskies in the late 2000s, Daniel 
played four seasons in the NFL, for the Phila- 

delphia Eagles and Tampa 


Cl that’s when we then Bay Buccaneers. He was 
realized the depth 
of his pain.” 
MARIE AIONA 


Daniel Te’o-Nesheim’s sister, says he never stopped using 
on learning about her 
brother’s struggles 


prescribed four types of pain 
medication during his first 
year in the NFL, with the 
Eagles in 2010, and his family 


medication. 

After his death, the family 
donated his brain to the Bos- 
ton University School of Medicine, and 
neuropathologists there concluded Daniel 
had Stage 2 CTE, with Stage 4 being the 
worst. Daniel had played 15 years of foot- 
ball, plus six years of youth soccer. He 
played tackle football beginning from age 
See > CTE, A8 
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COURTESY OF HAWAII PREPARATORY ACADEMY 


After Daniel’s death, Marie and her moth- 
er dug deeper into his behavior. They need- 
ed answers. 


Former UW defensive end Daniel Te’o-Nesheim took over last year as the head football 
coach at his alma mater, Hawaii Preparatory Academy, after leaving the NFL. 
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